Evidence has recently been obtained of the presence of Devonian and Carboniferous rocks in Hong Kong. Some new insights into the geology of the Mesozoic rocks which cover the greater part of the territory have been obtained from recent mapping. A new geological survey of Hong Kong begun in 1983 is expected to throw light on some of the numerous stratigraphic and structural problems and uncertainties which still remain.
INTRODUCTION
The most recent major publication on the geology of Hong Kong appeared 13 years ago. This was the report ofa geological survey carried out by two geologists from Britain in 1967 -69 (Allen and Stephens, 1971) . The subject had up to that time received only sporadic attention, the principal published works being those of Williams (1943), Williams et al.. (1945) , Davis (1952) and Ruxton (1960) . There were numerous differences between these various authors' interpretations of the stratigraphy and structure of the territory, many of which remain unresolved to this day.
In 1977 the Hong Kong Government created a Geotechnical Control Office (G.C.O.) within the then Public Works (now Engineering Development) Department. By 1980 an engineering geology section was functioning as part of the G.C.O. As may be expected, this unit has been primarily engaged on work directly related to ground stability and land use, with emphasis on the engineering properties of rocks, rock weathering and superficial deposits. However, it was realized that there was a need for more detailed geological maps and a clearer knowledge of the distribution of the rock types, hitherto known in only broad outline. To rectify this situation Government approval was secured in 1982 for establishment of a Geological Survey Section within the GCO. The British Geological Survey (Natural Environment Research Council) was invited to advise and assist in setting up the new Survey and to initiate the systematic I:20,000 scale geological remapping of the Territory. This mapping commenced in 1983 and will be continued by geologists belonging to the GCO. When completed in about 1991, a total of 28 colour-printed I:20,000 maps (comprising 14 solid and 14 superficial geology sheets) and six accompanying area reports will be available. The results will be published and issued during the programme, as the work is completed.
The present paper gives an accourit of the current state of knowledge of the bedrock geology of Hong Kong, stemming from the published work, a limited amount of work done since publication of the Allen and Stephens report, some preliminary results of maping of the first sheet of the new geological map series, and initial contacts
